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Due to their British legacy the sub-
continent hosts a number of old golf
courses where, mostly upper middle-
class men have for over a century
sliced in to the bushes or landed in
the water. The Indian city of Calcutta
- where the British based their admin-
istration until moving it inland to New
Delhi later - is home to some spec-
tacular and historical courses. India
teed off at the Royal Calcutta Golf Club
[RCGC) course during the British Raj,
in the year 1829. Reputed to be the old-
est golf club outside the British Isles,
the club has an enviable history. It be
came the cradle of professional and
amateur Indian golfers, like Arjun At-
wal, Nonita Lal, Vandana Agarwal, S S
P Chowrasia, Viraj Mandappa, and the
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like, who have honed their skills on
the greens of the Royal and the Tolly
gunge Club of Calcutta. [n many ways,
it is said in the Indian golf circuit that
RCGC is the Mecea of Indian Golt
Originally named Calcutta Golf
Club, the gentlemen's club was locat
ed near the Calcutta airport in Dum
dum, and then shifted to the Maidan
(the largest urban park in Calcutta
It is a vast stretch of field and home
to numerous playgrounds, including
the famous cricketing venue Eden

Gardens, several football stadia, and
the Calcutta Race Course). it was §
nally moved to its current location at
Tollygunge in 1910. Those were the
days when the club was ‘handicapped’
as ladies and dogs were considered
‘hazards’ and not allowed to enter the
hallowed premises. Ladies were reluc
tantly admitted to the club in 1888, In
1911, King George V and Queen Mary
conferred it the title of ‘Royal’ to com
memorate their visit. The original
thatched roof of the clubhouse at the
Royal Calcutta was destroved in a fire
and has since been replaced by the ex
isting brick structure.

The Royal has played a pivotal part
in developing Indian Golf, helping it
s current status. It is home to

reach
the world’s second oldest running golf
tournament after the British Open
All-India Amateur Championship
RCGC has also played an important

role in the formation of the Indian (
Union (IGU) in 1955 - the governing
body of golf in India. In fact, the Roy
al was THE governing body for guits
some time

The Indian Open used to be hal
here but with the growth of players
the Indian golfing fraternity, the fou
nament is held in the various new age
courses all over the country. The club
presently lacks related infrastructur
to host so many players.

The championship golf co
started as a 9-hole course and by 1929,
had 36 holes. In 1972, the B-coursa was
given back to the governmant for &
residentlal praject. It is currently an
18-hole, 6978-yard, Par 72 course with
a 73.6 /136 rating and hosts a multl
tude of tournaments. The course is
noted for its water hazards and Very
long Par 4s. The British created the
golf course using the existing tough
and demanding natural layout of the
land, which included numerous wate®
hazards. Famous professional golfers
like Greg Norman, Jack Nicklaus md
Arnold Palmer's concepts aré W“’
ing used in designing the mﬂi‘ﬂ
course,
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through an induction by invitation
and not by an election. Created in an
age when large parts of South Calcutta
consisted of mangroves adapted to
tropical tidal estuaries, the Europe-
ans planted exotic plants from around
the world in Bengal (now the Indian

1828

state of West Bengal). Many of these
and other indigenous plants were
methodically planted in the Club and

fcupgm-dtouuﬂwﬂ

hence, there is an abundange of tracs
and plants at Tolly. In a city where Jand

green
lungs to build a concrete jungle, Tolly

and the Royal provide relief to the
tired eyes of the members. The open
expanses of the fairways are home to 5
variety of birds and mammals, reptiles

sharks have grabbed most of the

and amphibians. There are almost 50
omnivorous jackals living in the haven
that is Tolly.

Tolly's most famous personality
has, and probably will always, be a
famous British National res;denl in
Calcutta, Roger Wright, popularly
known as Bob Wright under whose
stewardship the club acquired a high
1, maintained till date. In fact,
Mr. Wrig s given the OBE for serv
ing British Citizens visiting this part of

stand

India.
C.S Bedi, past President of Tolly
ub and Shyamal Ranjan

stidar, ex-Golf Captain of the

gunge [

Ghosh De

same, fondly remember the days in the
1970's, when Tolly was also known

for its notorious horse races as the

club had a race track. It saw its own

share of 'fixed’ races that led 1o a riot
from visiting race-goers, Eventually
the racecourse within the club prem
ises was closed down. Both gentleman
have also played In RCGC Colombo and
were high in praise of the course and
the friendly Sri Lankan player

To corporates who have played in
Tolly for a lar
Tolly or Royal are synonymous with
Calcutta. For Anirvan Ghosh Dastidar
(CEO Standard Chartered Bank, Sri

r part of their lives,

The Deihi Golf Club, <t i in the heart

anka), a holiday at home means play
% pray

g golf and squash at Tolly, H

frequented Tolly since |

aving
his childhood,

- reer and golfing
ays in 1992, After he plays his ca-

s 18th hole and retires in Calcutta

he drove down the ca

one of the most important consider

itions will be life around Tolly!
To him, Calcutta without “Tolly
something unthinkable for those
who have grown up in the City of Joy
s members of the Tollygunge t:luﬁ
and have played active and competi
tive sports within the Caleutta Club
ircles. Tolly means the finest Club in
he world, the best club sandwiches,
sports, an oasis in the city where one
ould relax, be with friends, and most
portantly, play golf in one of the
st beautiful and oldest golf courses

ia, besides swimming, squash,
1is and horse riding. Tolly has
»een in his DNA. It means much

n just a Club which has been

ented in many inter-Club sports
petitions.
He talked about the healthy ri

between these two premium

The pride lactor comes up in the
tant arguments around the Tolly
dabate, Mu s most Tolly

nhars would defend their Club's

I course, RCGC was and continues

o the most challenging, historical

the finest golf courss in
itoly the ceib of Indian Goll. REGH
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first held in 1852,
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